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HISTORY DAYS, MAY 4 AND 5 
Plans for New London's 
HISTORY DAYS are underway, and 
your help is needed. . 
The Mansion will be open to 
the public free of charge on 
May 4 and 5, as will other 


historical sites in New 
London, including the Hempsted 
Houses, the Lyman Allyn 
Museum, the Deshon-Allyn 
House, the Monte Cristo 
Cottage and the Nathan Hale 
Schoolhouse. The Public 
Library, the Shain Library at 
Connecticut College, the 


Nautilus Memorial in Groton 
and the New London Post Office 


will also be hosting exhibits 
or events. In addition, the 
following churches will be 


open for viewing; First 
Congregational, Second 
Congregational, St. James 


Episcopal and St. Mary's. 

AR free shuttle bus will be 
in operation on Saturday May 5 
which will transport people to 
the HISTORY DAYS events. 

Also on May 5, the Shaw 
Mansion will host a Victorian 
Tea, during which costumed 
volunteers will serve tea and 
cookies to our visitors. 

we will be needing 
yolunteers on both days (but 
especially Saturday) to greet 
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visitors, direct people 
through the Mansion, answer 
guestions and serve 
refreshments. If you have a 


few hours (or more!) to offer 
that weekend, please call Will 
to sign up. 

If possible, we would like 
some people to be in costume 
for HISTORY DAYS. If anyone 
has an authentic Victorian 
costume (1860's to 1870's) 
they would like to wear or let 
someone else wear, please 
contact Will at the Mansion as 
soon as possible. 


Don't forget to mark your 
calendars -- Friday, May 4 and 


Saturday, May 5. Even if you 
can't volunteer, stop by the 
Mansion and be a part of the 
celebration! | 
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Your chance to learn more. 
about nineteenth century New 
London is coming up April 26, 
when the Shaw Mansion hosts 
its next event, a lecture 
entitled "General Huntington 


and the Strangulation of New 
London Harbor in 1808." Glenn 
Gordinier, Research Associate 
at Mystic Seaport and Doctoral 
Candidate at the University of 


New London, Conn. 
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Connecticut, will discuss the 
Embargo Act and its effects on 
New London. Admission to the 
lecture, which begins at 7:30, 
will be $1.00 for members, 
$2.00 for non-members. 
Refreshments will be served. 
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Hours of operation at the 
Mansion have been changed to 
allow visitors and researchers 
more time on the weekend to 
enjoy the Mansion's resources. 

New hours. are: Wednesday 
through Friday 1:00 pm to 4:00 
pm, and Saturday 10:00 am to 
4:00 pm. A sign on the fence 
in front of the Mansion alerts 
the public to the new times. 

Along with the hours change, 
the price of admission to the 
Mansion was recently increased 
to $2.00 for adults, $1.50 for 
senior citizens and §.50 for 
children 12 and under. 
Members, as always, are 
admitted free. 
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One of New London's newest 
restaurants is helping to keep 
alive the memory of one of New 
London's most famous 
residents. 


Nathaniel's, located in 


Shaw's Cove at 470 Bank 
Street, is. named after 
Nathaniel Shaw, Jr., whose 
Shaw Mansion is now the 
headquarters | for ‘the 


Historical Society. 

On the back of the menu the 
restaurant has printed a brief 
biography of Nathaniel Shaw, 
in addition to a plug for the 
Historical Society and the 
Mansion. 

Nathaniel's offers a wide 
array of foods, from salads 
and sandwiches to burgers and 


full entrees. The next time 
you visit Nathaniel's, loo 
for our name on the back of 
the menu. 


POSITIONS AVAILABLE 


With the extended hours at 
the Mansion and the summer 
tourists coming soon, 
volunteers are needed to help 
out at the Mansion. Positions 
in all areas of operation are 


available, including the 
following: 

Computer work -- Input data 
on the new computer! A 
perfect opportunity toa 


practice your old typing and 
computer skills, or gain some 


new ones. No previous 
computer experience 1s 
necessary 

Exhibits work -- Learn niore 


about New London County's 
history by helping Will set up 
exhibits in the Mansion. 

Work with the collection -- 
If antiques are your interest 
then this job is for you. An 
inventory of the society's 
holdings and re-organization 
of the storage areas are only 
two of the many jobs that need 
to be done. 

Anyone interested in 
spending some time at the Shaw 
Mansion, learning more about 
New London County, or just 
lending a helping hand where 
it's needed, please call Will 
at the office. 


* Summer exhibit on the 


Civil War, including photos, 
artifacts, weapons, newspapers 
and paraphernalia. This 
coincides with the 125th 
anniversary of the end of the 
Civil War. 

* Lecture series on the U.S. 
Coast Guard as part of New 
London's celebration of the 
200th Anniversary of the Coast 
Guard. 

* Fall exhibit on women's 
clothing. 


CURATOR'S REPORT 

As you may have noticed, 
there is a change in the style 
of the newsletter. This is 
due to our new volunteer 
editor, Ellen Cole. In order 
to get the newsletter out 
regularly, she has graciously 
offered to help with it's 
publication. 
Due to the increased 
advertisement, new visiting 
hours, and added activities, 
attendance at the mansion has 
increase significantly. At 
last estimate, visitation 
receipts were up by 500% over 
those of 1988! As we go into 
the tourist season we can 
expect to have an additional 
300 to 500 more visitors. 

Watch for announcements 
about the upcoming events as 
listed in the bulletin. The 
Coast Guard lecture series 
will include Dr. Irvin King, 
author of The Coast Guard 

ail local Coast Guard 

commander, Lt. Commander 
Illuminate, and Coast Guard 
Historian Robert Scheina. 

This newsletter has been 
produced, edited, and printed 
by our new office computer. 
Through last year's annual 
appeal an a year end appeal 
to local businesses, the 
society was able to raise 75% 
of the cost for this valuable 


equipment. As our new editor 
and I learn more about its. 


abilities, I'm sure the 
computer will aid us in 
producing the bulletin more 
efficiently. It will also 


handle the membership list, 
card catalog, exhibit labels 
and flyers for special events. 

If anyone is interested in 
volunteering at the mansion or 
has some suggestions about 
programs please give me a call 
during office hours. It is my 
hope that the society's 
activities will increase the 
public's appreciation of the 
Shaw Mansion and _ the history 
of New London County. 

Will Hare 


CIVIL WAR ITEMS NEEDED 


An exhibit on New London 
County's participation in the 
Civil War will be open during 
the months of July and August. 
If you own and are willing to 
loan for display any objects, 
photographs or paraphernalia 
related to this topic, please 
contact Will to see if they 
can be used in the exhibit. 


